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OTHERS PRESENT:
Rogers Leonard and Kyle McCann

Chairman Schexnayder called the meeting to order and reviewed the agenda. Dr. Leonard was then asked to update the Board on the LSU AgCenter’s budget situation.  He reviewed the potential cuts and impacts it would have on various programs.  He also some of the issues they were actively addressing: neonics issue with pollinators, drift and water issues. The Board also highlighted that the Louisiana average soybean yield was a new record and the highest in the nation for 2014. 
ACTION NO. 1
A motion was made by Robert Thevis, seconded and carried, to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.

Kyle McCann then reviewed the LDAF December collections report and the YTD collections.  The current cash position as of January 20, 2015 and the assessment income projections for the 2015 crop were then presented (see attached).  The Board discussed the projections and agreed to use the soybean net assessment income estimate based on a $10.85 per bushel of  $ 2,060,296 and the wheat and corn assessment income estimate of $ 348,943 in establishing available funds for the 2015 projects.  The sorghum pass back allocation from the United Sorghum Checkoff Program (USCP) for 2015 projects was $ 63,194.18. Sorghum project allocations were made at the previous meeting.  The Board also reviewed the budget worksheet that would be completed by the funding decisions made at the meeting.  
Chairman Schexnayder then led a discussion on how to proceed with the consideration of projects and the consideration of any modifications to any continuing or new projects proposed.  The Board received the project proposals in November.  Dr. Leonard, with the LSU AgCenter, briefly reviewed the overall research request and covered the projects that had been wrapped up and new projects submitted. 
ACTION NO. 2
A motion was made by JK Bordelon, seconded and carried, to fund all the soybean continuing projects as requested.  
The Board then considered and reviewed each of the new research project proposals submitted by the LSU AgCenter and discussed the details of the projects.
ACTION NO. 3
A motion was made by JK Bordelon, seconded and carried, to fund all the new soybean projects as proposed.  

The Board discussed the project conducted by Davis (pg 208) regarding cover crops and soils lab.  The Board discussed information needs regarding fertilization, plant population and termination dates.  The Board also discussed the research being conducted at the Dean Lee Research Station.
ACTION NO. 4
A motion was made by Dan Turner, seconded and carried, to add an objective and 25,000 to project conducted by Davis (pg 208).
The Board then discussed information needs of producers and how they obtain production information.  As they discussed how to improve the delivery and access to production information, they felt that a survey of producers and allied industry stakeholder was needed to assess what the current situation is and what would be helpful.
ACTION NO. 5
A motion was made by Carlos Polotzola, seconded and carried, to fund up to $25,000 for a soybean project that would survey growers and a cross section of the industry to evaluate the adoption of information, additional needs and where they access data.  

During the Board consideration of the grains projects, there was a lengthy discussion of the variety test. They discussed the absence of Pioneer varieties and what could be done to get them back into the tests.  Dr. Leonard stated what they have done and the desire to have them in their standardized tests.
During the review of the grains projects both new and continuing, the Board established funding levels for the approved projects. The final allocations for the LSU AgCenter were established at $ 1,873,208 in total for 2015 with soybean funding at $ 1,524,594 and wheat and corn at $ 283,508 and sorghum at $ 65,106. The attached 2015 project list contains the projects approved and funded for 2015-2016 with the LSU AgCenter. 
The Board then considered the other research and promotional organizations’ funding. Board members briefly spoke on the activities of each organization. The Board agreed to support the MSSB project and fund it at $61,843 for 2015.The Board also discussed the NCGA and the AMCOE work conducted by them.  It was recommended that the funding level of $85,000 remain the same for 2015.  They next considered the USGC and recommended the funding remain the same at $20,000 for 2015.The Board then briefly discussed the annual request of the FFA Foundation. They recommended the same funding level from grain of $1,000 for 2015. The Budget worksheet was completed and reviewed after all projects and funding levels had been agreed upon. 

ACTION NO. 6
A motion was made by Carlos Polotzola, seconded and carried, to approve the selected projects, funding levels, budget and all necessary contracts with the NCGA, USGC, LSU AgCenter, MSSB and the USCP.
The Board then considered the nominations to the United Soybean Board.  They discussed the outreach efforts that were conducted.  They also discussed the outreach efforts that will need to be conducted on a continual basis and using the get involved materials developed by USB.  
Carlos Polotzola nominated Ray Schexnayder as the primary nominee to the USB. With no other primary nominees the nominations were closed.
Joey Olivier nominated Carlos Polotzola as the secondary nominee to the USB. With no other secondary nominations, the nomination process was closed. 

The Board next agreed to meet at the LSU AgCenter’s Northeast field day on June 17th.

Dr. Leonard thanked the Board for their support and input on the research conducted by the LSU AgCenter.
There being no other business the meeting was adjourned.
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